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Basic Data in a nutshell

Area 8,511,965 sq km
no. 5 worldwide
Largest and most populated country of South America

Coastline 7,491 km
Administrative division 26 federal states, 1 federal district
Capital Brasilia

Population / habitat density = 190,010,647 = 22 habitants/sq km

Population growth rate 1,008%

Official Language Portuguese

Economy agriculture products: coffee, soybeans, wheat, rice, corn, _ "
sugarcane, cocoa, citrus; beef s |

industries: textiles, shoes, chemicals, cement, lumber,
iron ore, tin, steel, aircraft, motor vehicles and parts, other
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Terrain Mostly flat to rolling lowlands in the north, some plains,
hills, mountains, and narrow coastal belt

Climate - Tropical, with little temperature variation around the
year
- Alot of rainfall in the north
- Lack of rainfall in the dry regions of the northeast
Moderate climate with casual frost in the subtropical
southern part

Natural Resources bauxite, gold, iron ore, manganese, nickel, phosphates,
platinum, tin, uranium, petroleum, hydropower, timber

Biodiversity hotspots Atlantic Forest, Cerrado
(according to Conservation
International)

Read more:

- CIA World Factbook: https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/

- Human Development Reports: www.undp.org

- biodiversity hotspots:
http://www.biodiversityhotspots.org/xp/hotspots/Pages/default.aspx

(Source: CIA World Factbook)

(Sources: Fischer Weltalmanach 2005, CIA World Factbook, Biodiversity hotspots of Conservation Internationall)
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Selected indicators of development status
HDI *) 0.800 (rank 70 of 177)

Life expectancy at birth male: 68.3 years
female: 76.38 years

GDP per capita (UNDP, 2005) 9,700 US$/year

GDP composition by sector 510%

30,80%

64%

O agriculture @industry Oservices

Infant mortality 27.62 deaths/1,000 live births
Adult literacy rate (15 years and older) 88.6%

Population using an improved water source 1990/2004 83/90%

Children underweight for age (under age 5) 6%
Population below poverty line (2 US$/day) 31%
Gini-Index for income distribution **) 0.567

Official Development Assistance (ODA) received

Total amount / per capita (UNDP, 2005) 191,900,000 US$ /1 US$
% of ODA in GDP 1990/2005 No up-to-date information available
Read more:

- Human Development Reports: www.undp.org
- UNDP Statistics for Brazil: http://hdrstats.undp.org/countries/data_sheets/cty ds BRA.html
- GTZ Brazil: http://lwww.gtz.de/en/aktuell/625.htm

(Sources: UNDP Human Development Report 2007, CIA World Factbook, WWF report 2006)

*) The Human Development Index (HDI) is a comparative index of social development status. The HDI is
calculated on the basis of life expectancy, the literacy rate and real purchasing power per capita. The HDI is
expressed as a value between 1 (high) and 0 (low)

**) The Gini coefficient is a measure of personal income distribution within a country or region. It is expressed
as a value between 0 (distribution fully equitable) and 1 (distribution fully inequitable)
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Biological Diversity in Brazil is ...

...the diversity of ecosystems: Biomes of Brazil:
- the Amazon as the world’s largest area of tropical rainforest
- Cerrado (vast tree and scrub woodlands)
- Atlantic forest
- Pantanal (wetlands)
- Caatinga (semiarid thorn forests)

- Pampa (open area covered by grass)
forest area (2005) = 4.8 m sq km (56.4% of the national area)
64% of the total land area was naturally forested

...the diversity between and within species: - incorporates 70% of the world’s catalogued animal and plant
species
- hosts between 15-20% of all the world’s biological diversity
- it hosts the greatest number of endemic species on a global scale

- In the Amazon you can find 500 different tree species on 2,000 sgqm
one of the world’s 17 megadiverse countries

Efforts to protect Brazilian biodiversity:

- protected areas cover 15,27% of the total national area (= 130 m ha)

- 292 federal protected areas (70 m ha) and 679 state protected areas (60 m ha)

- 43% of the federal units are under integral protection, 52% of them are destined for sustainable use

- 2,46% of the total land area (209,730 sq km) are strictly protected (according to IUCN categories | and II) (2003)

- 8 Ramsar Sites for wetlands protection (i.a. Pantanal Matogrossense, Mamiraud), 6 Biosphere reserves (i.a. Mata
Atlantica, Cerrado), 17 UNESCO World Heritage Sites (i.a. Iguacu National Park, Brasilia)

- in addition 0,57 m ha private protected areas

- 110,243 ha of protected areas will be added to the Atlantic Forest Biome

- national plans foresee 30% of the Amazon Biome and 10% of each other biome to be protected until 2015 (full
protection and sustainable use)

- private and municipal protected areas as well as the indigenous territories and duilombolos areas form part of the
National System of Protected Areas (SNUC)

Biomes and state protected areas of Brazil
(not included: federal and municipal protected
areas, indigenous territories, private protected
areas and settlements of land reform)
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Read more:

- biodiversity hotspots: http://www.biodiversityhotspots.org/xp/hotspots/Pages/default.aspx

- details of the CBD: http://www.cbd.int/countries/?country=br

- Global Environmental Outlook of the UNEP (GEO-4): http://www.unep.org/geo/geo4/report/ GEO-
4 Report Full en.pdf

- Ministry of the Environment Brazil (Ministério do Meio Ambiente MMA): www.mma.gov.br

- Programa ARPA: http://www.mma.gov.br/port/sca/arpa/

- Biodiversity in German Development Cooperation: www.gtz.de/biodiversity

- WWF Brazil: http://www.wwf.org.br/

- UNESCO World Heritage List: http://whc.unesco.org/en/list

- UNESCO Man and Biosphere: http://www.unesco.org/mab/

- Ramsar Sites: http://www.ramsar.org/sitelist.pdf

(Sources: CIA World Factbook; Biodiversity Hotspots of Conservation International; CBD Country Profiles;
World Resources Insitutute — Earthtrends: www.earthtrends.wri.orq)

Brazils’ current environmental challenges are:

Deforestation and fragmentation in the Amazon Basin caused by logging, cultivation of renewable
primary products (sugar cane, soya), settlement, development of infrastructure (hydroelectric power
plants, road construction etc.), mining of ore and other minerals

Lucrative illegal wildlife trade  Europe is one of the biggest recipients of illegal traded wild animals
from the Amazon (e. g. parrots, amphibians, reptiles)

Wild land is being occupied and developed because of open land rights and lacking state presence
destruction of an area of app. 5,000 pitches per day!

Air and water pollution in Rio de Janeiro, Sao Paulo, and several other large cities
Land degradation and water pollution caused by improper mining activities
Wetland degradation through severe oil spills

Lack of participation in government projects by local communities and NGOs
Limited public-private partnerships to conserve biodiversity

Introduction of alien species and exaotic illnesses

Use of hybrids and monoculture in agro-industry and reforestation programs

Climate change

(Source: CBD Country Profiles)



Cultural diversity in Brazil is based on...

...different ethnic groups: -

...different religions: -

(Source: CIA World Factbook)

Ecological Footprint

Biocapacity

Within the global comparison, Brazil ranges

white 53.7%

mulatto (mixed white and black) 38.5%

black (descendants of African slaves) 6.2%

other (includes Japanese, Arab, Amerindian) 0.9%
unspecified 0.7%

about 350,000 indigenous people live in more than 200
indigenous groups

more than 160 indigenous groups in the Amazon are
speaking more than 100 different languages

Romanic Catholic (nominal) 73.6%
Protestant 15.4%

Spiritualist 1.3%

Bantu/voodoo 0.3%

other 1.8%, unspecified 0.2%, none 7.4%

2.1 global ha/person

9.9 global ha/person

on place no. 36 - see bar chart:

http://globalis.gvu.unu.edu/indicator.cfm?IndicatorID=13&country=BR#rowBR

(Source: www.footprintnetwork.org)




